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Town of West Bridgewater 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

1st Fl. Conference Room, Town Hall 

65 North Main Street 

 

  2 May 2017 

Minutes 

 

6:30 PM       Chairman Tim Hay (TH) called the meeting to order with Commissioners Lee Anderson 

(LA), Moe McCarthy (MM), Steve Winters (SW), Alternate members Paula Bethoney (PB) and Ryan 

Byrnes (RB) in attendance.  Agent DeLano and Secretary Doherty were also present. There was a sign - 

in sheet for the public at large.  

 

 

●PB / SW  motioned to approve Minutes for  18 April 2017 as presented, so voted.  

 

New public hearings:  

252 Pleasant Street NOI (SE 328 - 719) Silva Engineering / Treviicos Corporation:  to construct a gravel  

parking area and drainage basin for a commercial office / warehouse building within the buffer zone to a 

previously approved wetland;   

Rebecca Baptista from Silva Engineering represented the applicant.   A gravel parking area had been 

approved in 2012;  the property owner would like to shift the building into the corner of the lot in order to 

allow more space for storage.  The  Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) has made some changes to the permitted 

plan, but the required Natural Heritage Endangered Species Program (NHESP)  turtle habitat is still in place.  

A lot of the drainage has now been incorporated into underground chambers.  JD asked the engineer about the 

ZBA rulings; JD said that the commission should accept the drainage design as the ZBA consultant approved 

it.  He suggested that the commission wait until ZBA is finished with their review before issuing an OOC.  

This site has an existing OOC which needs to be closed out with a Certificate of Compliance.  The project will 

need a temporary waiver for activity in the No Touch Zone during construction.  The turtle nesting sites will 

be in what is now the cornfield.  NHESP  recommends 30” high habitat walls to contain roaming turtles; walls 

on both sides will makes a visual barrier which also deters the contractors from messing up the WL.   

● MM / SW motioned to continue the PH to 16 May, so voted.  
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Continued public hearing: 

200 Spring Street  NOI ( SE328 - 717) Collins Engineering  /  David Trojano,  to construct an addition to a 

single family home, is requesting a waiver  to use 120 sq.ft. within the 50' buffer zone  

Resuming dialog begun at the previous meeting, George Collins represented home owner David Trojano on 

his request to build a certain style addition onto his home.  Mr. Trojano was unaware of WL regulations when 

he had previously cleaned up fallen - down pine trees within the Buffer Zone; he now wants to position the 

addition  in a spot encroaching on off-limit WL areas.  Collins suggested possible mitigation which includes  

roof infiltration units, relocating the storage container to an area outside of the WL, moving the Erosion 

Control Barrier (ECB), and satisfactory positioning delineating PVC pipes along the WL line; as an 

alternative to the PVC piping, he suggested a split rail fence along the existing lawn as more appealing 

visually. Mr. Trojano wants certain aesthetics,  and does not  wish to lose the lawn area where he wants to 

plant a garden.  The Commissioners said that these suggested items are already WPA requirements, and not 

negotiable as mitigation in order to use the Buffer Zone for new construction.  

Discussion ensued as the homeowner  presented different ways to create his original vision. MM asked about 

proposed mitigation, saying that roof infiltration was not enough. If the applicant is to have freedom behind 

the garage, more land must be included in a CE in another spot – at a 1:1 tradeoff.  

JD  introduced a Conservation Plan defining areas of use within the lot; it would be recorded on the deed  

prohibiting activity within the BZ / WL area in perpetuity.  This No Touch line in JD's plan  is not the same as 

what the applicant proposed.  A friendly compromise was worked out;  the applicant suggested that a narrow 

trail easement could be set aside along the lot line from Spring Street through the woods to the Woodchuck 

Chase Conservation Area on North Elm Street, and requested a continuance of this PH in order to think over 

his options. 

●LA / MM motioned to continue the PH to 16th May 2017, so voted.  

 

Discussions:   

 

4 Robert's Way COC request / Christine May;   JD has inspected this beautifully landscaped site, where  

the  WL line is delineated with blueberry bushes and a nice fence.   

●SW / RB motioned to issue the COC without a bond, so voted.  

 

 

Alternate member Ryan Byrnes agreed to go forward to  regular commission member status to replace 

Jack Connolly, whose work constraints now prohibit regular attendance at meetings;  all other 

commission members wish reappointment.  One alternate position will be open; LA has a potential 

candidate.  JD will write memos to the BOS regarding these appointments.  

 

Other  

●MM / SW motioned to approve  the request from High School teacher Mike Rosow  to once again use 

Holmes Hill as a venue for a High School event, on 22 May 2017 from 7:45 to 8:15 PM, so voted.   
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Agent's Report  

Item #1:  New Public Hearing DEP # 328-719 Notice of Intent (NOI)–#252 Pleasant St.-Proposed 12,000 S.F. 

warehouse and office space building along with driveways, parking and equipment storage yard.  In addition 

septic system, drainage system and landscaping will be included with this project.   

I have reviewed this project and I have no issues with it.  However, it needs to be reviewed for drainage design.  

Since this project may be required to be re-submitted to the Site Plan Approval authority, the commission may want 

to reserve giving your approval until it has been reviewed.  The applicant needs to let the commission know if it will 

go through the ZBA or PB for their review.  This project was approved by the commission after it was reviewed by the 

ZBA's review engineer several years ago and the permit has expired.  They are essentially re-filing the project to get a 

new permit.  Due to this fact the applicant needs to file a request for a Certificate of Compliance (COC) for the 

original project under the DEP file # 328-616 and receive a COC for it prior to the commission issuing an Order of 

Conditions (OOC) for the current project.  The engineer has included several proposed turtle nesting sites required by 

the previous approval of DEP File # 328-616 by NHESP.  The proposed turtle nesting sites will be constructed in the 

50' buffer.  Once the turtle nesting sites have been established, the buffer will not be disturbed again.  Therefore, the 

applicant will need to submit a request for you to waive the temporary disturbance of the buffer.  Since the 50' 

buffer is part of the corn field, the benefit to the wetland will greatly enhanced by allowing the turtle nesting sites in 

the buffer. 

 

In addition, the applicant will have to file for a stormwater management permit under the town's bylaw.       

Recommendation: Motion to continue the PH until the applicant has requested the COC and filed an application 

under the Stormwater Bylaw.   

Item #2: Continued Public Hearing DEP # 328-717 Notice of Intent (NOI)-#200 Spring St.-Addition of Garage and 

Breezeway. 

As you may recall, I had concerns about this project.  Based on my review of historical aerial photos, there appeared 

to have been work done on this lot in the form of clearing and grading with 100' of the wetland and even into the 50' 

"no touch" buffer.  The applicant addressed the commission about the storm damage that caused the trees to come 

down and the activity he did to clean them up.  The applicant addressed the commission about the proposed 

addition's  construction into the 50' buffer.  The applicant stated that due to architectural considerations of this style 

house, the addition would not work if moved forward.  Also, due to the style of the house, there is a lack of storage 

that is needed by the applicant.  I suggested mitigation to be offered for your consideration of granting a 50' buffer 

waiver.  No mitigation was offered on the plan submitted for the first hearing.  After some discussion, it was 

suggested that some mitigation be offered to compensate for the intrusion into the 50' buffer.  The applicant's 

engineer has submitted a revised plan that shows the conservation markers to be set along the edge of the existing 

wood line.  My suggestion at the last meeting was to put it along the modified conservation easement line.  Also, 

they are showing a conservation easement line that I don't particularly like because it would be an illusionary line 

and undoubtedly encroached upon by the owner.  This seems to be so due to their placement of the conservation 

markers along the current edge of woods.  I have attached a sketch superimposed upon their plan to show the 
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difference in what they proposed and what I am suggesting.  I would recommend that the applicant grant the 

commission a conservation easement on the portion of land in the 50' buffer and where it would balance off the 

amount of encroachment allowed by my sketch.  The conservation markers would then be required along the 

conservation easement shown on my sketch.  The conservation easement would be recorded at the registry of 

deeds.  The Erosion Control Barrier (ECB) needs to be revised accordingly and the storage container needs to be 

moved outside the 50' buffer. 

Recommendation: To be made at the meeting based on the discussion during the public hearing.     

Item #3: Administrative Discussion- DEP # 328-618– Certificate of Compliance (COC) - #4 Roberts Way.-New House 

construction . 

I have reviewed the plan and inspected the site.  I have no concerns about the issuance of a COC for this file number.    

Recommendation: Motion to issue the COC with a bond. 

 

Item #4: Administrative Discussion-   Membership of Commission-Terms of office. 

Please see the attached list and the year of expiration. 

Recommendation: none  

 

 

●MM / SW motioned  to adjourn at 7:25PM, so voted.  
 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Kitty Doherty, Secretary 

Minutes approved on 16 May 2017 
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